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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


SNOW PATHS. 


1862. Paid Smith P. Davidson, - - 

Giles §. Merrill, - - 
David Alexander, - - 
Albert E. Simpson, - 
Robert B. Jackson, - - 
Abram Woodbury, | - 
Emery Parker, - . - 
B. C. Simpson, - - 
B. H. Hughes, in 3 Districts, 
John L. Hardy, - - 
James C. Steele, - - 
James Clark, - : 
Charles W. Campbell, - 
Albert A. Morrison, - 
William D. Cochran, - - 
John A. Moore, - - 
Simeon D. York, - - 
Nathaniel Ripley, - - 
Jonathan Stickney, - - 
William Pecker, - - 
James C. Steele, - - 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


1862. Paid James Marden, : : 

1863. Paid James E. Armstrong, - - 
B. O. Simpson, - e 
Thomas W. Simpson, - 


a 


0 26 
3 75 
3 00 
7 75 
8 37 
4 00 
5 87 
10 12 
10 88 
5 75 
12:37 
11 00 

50 





$9 00 
3 00 
4 24 
6 31 





$179 34 


$ 22.55 














LU Tie 
: Sf A, 
2 
NON-RESIDENT HIGHWAY RECEIPTS. 
1863. Paid B. O. Simpson, ~ - - = - $29 57 
B.O. Simpson, - - - > - 30° 95 
B. O. Simpson, = 4 hin oaks, eel ee 
$69 17 
ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 
1862. Paid Rei Hills, - - - « - a 94 
Thomas Nesmith, - - - : ee SY 
Samuel Feachem, - - - . 4 96 
John Campbell, - - . - - 11 98 
John Campbell, - ty Es ire 6 06 
1863. Samuel W. Simpson, - =n - 232 
George Weston, (for 1859,) - - 9 95 
John Campbell, (for 1861,) - - - 678 
B. O. Simpson, - - - - - 3 36 
$47 77 
EDUCA T LO Ne 
1862. Paid School District No. 1, = - 4 $96 89 
f ue No, 2, = - - - 130 20 
a as No. 3, - - - 75 90 
* i No. 4, - . - - » 51°? 
af as No. 5, - - - 76 78 
« Hones Ao SO ee 
“ i> Ng ig. eas OY 39 25 
R. J. Hopkins’ place, = - - - : 2 86 
School Dist. No. 1, for Literary money, (1861,) 9 90 
$ 593 99 
NEW HAMPSHIRE INSANE ASYLUM. 
1862. April. Paid for support of M. W. Nichols, 32 45 
Sully. va iH As - 29 90 
Oct. 4 af - 30 15 
1863. Jan. a ‘5 a - 29 80 
$ 122 30 
BOOKS AND STATIONERY. 
1862. Paid John Campbell, Invoice Book, Collector’s 
Book, and Stationery, - - - 3 12 
Isaac Emerson, one Record Book, - - 400 
T. W. Simpson, Town Report, = - - 16 50 
B. O. Simpson, Tax Bills, of ae ue a ee 


——-- Savas 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


1852. Paid William A. Dinsmore, for watering trough, 


1863. 


John T. Parker, for damages on barn, 

F. A. Marden, for affidavits, - - 
John Campbell, for legal advice, and divers 
expenses, out of town, - - - 

R. J. Hopkins, for use of horse, - 


- Rei Hills, for watering trough, - ~~ - 


ALMSHOUSE. 


1862. Paid Rei Hills, for-one harness, for Almshouse, 


1863. 


Hiram 8. Reynolds, order on Treasurer, 


¢¢ 6é 66 


66 &é 6é 


Paid William Durant, for supplies of R. Bartley 


& Son, is e pe re rs 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


1862. Paid T. W. Simpson, services as Selectman, 


18565. 


B. H. Hughes, “6 és 
Isaac Emerson, e6 « 
Samuel Campbell, Moderator, : 3 


James C. Steele, services as selectman, 
John Campbell, « «“ 
R. J. Hopkins 66 és 


Loren Thayer, Superintending School Com- 
mittee, - : - - - - 

George W. Weston, Town Clerk, - 

F. A. Marden, Auditor, - - - 

R. B. Jackson, “ - - s! x 

B. O. Simpson, Collector, - - - 

J. P. Crowell, Treasurer, % - ~ 


Deduct J. Campbell’s order, ry 








$1 00 
25 00 
2 00 


35 27 
8 50 
2 00 
$73 77 


16 00 | 

20 00 

30 00 

200 00 

$ 266 00 


COUNTY PAUPERS NOT AT ALMS-HOUSE.j 


5 00 


6 75 
4 50 
5 00 
2 00 
30 35 
46 38 
23 62 


15 00 
13 00 
4 00 
4 00 
35 00 
6 00 





$196 50 
46 38 


$150 12 
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PERAMBULATION OF TOWN LINES. 








1862. Paid Joseph B. Sawyer, Surveyor, - - 12 75 

1863. James C. Steele, for stone posts, . 410 
Town of Salem, for stone posts, - = 4 50 
James C. Steele, for labor, - . 16 63 
John Campbell, for labor,  - - - 9 25 
R. J. Hopkins, for labor, - - 10 37 

$57 60 

ENROLLING MILITIA, PAYING AID, BOUNTIES, &c. 

1863. Paid James C. Steele, Bs - - 40 25 
John Campbell, - - - - 12 95 
Robert J. Hopkins, - - 8 75 

. $61 95 

GOVERNMENT SERVICE. 

Paid Seth N. Huntley, - - - - $ 27 00 
Walter Burnham, - - - - 27 00 
Bean, - - ~ - - 27 00 
Wyman - -— - - 27 00 

Town Vote for 3 months men, - $108 00 





BOUNTIES TO VOLUNTEERS. 


D. B. Fessenden, 200 00 
Henry W. Chellis, 200 00 
John W. Hall, 200 00 . 
M. B. Kimball, 200 00 
William Anderson, 200 00 


1862. 
James 8. Stevens, $ 200 00 
Horace W. Hunt, 200 00 
Geo. W. Colburn, 200 00 
Reuben O. Phillips, 200 00 





W.H.McCorrie, 200 00 Seth N. Huntley, 200 00 
J. G. Bradford, 200 00 Asa Bean, 200 00 . 
$ 2,600 00 


NINE MONTHS MEN. 


Elixis Marcotte, - 200 00 
George W. Durant,200 00 


Joseph F, Mugot, 200 00 
James Baker, 200 00 
James Brown, 200 00 
Albert Fletcher, 200 00 


Ephraim Plimpton, 200 00 
Trueworthy Norris, 200 00 
Joseph G. Ayres, 200 00 
Severe L. Duplissis, 200 00 


Chas. EK. Hanscom, 200 00 


C. H. Bachelder, 


120 00 


George A. Jackson, 120 00 


Carl Albert, 
Paid Samuel Cloughand ~ 

William Kimball for 

finding & enlisting 


120 00 


3 men, to fill quota, $90 00 





Total Bounties, 


$ 5,250 00 
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PAID TO VOLUNTEERS’ FAMILIES. 








Paid Mrs Samuel Haseltine, - ° - 148 00 
« Albion K Goodwin, - - 142 00 
«Clarissa H. Clark, - - - 52 00 
“ Mary C. Marden, - - - 52 00 
‘¢ Herace W. Hunt, - ~ - 59 00 
« John W. Hall, - - - 49 00 
“ William Anderson, - - - 46 00 
“ William McCorrie, - - - 52 00 
“George W. Colburn, - . - 31 00 
Micajah Kimball, - - - 48 00 
“ Seth N. Huntley, - - - 48 00 
‘¢ John G. Bradford, - - - 48 00 
‘David E. Fessenden, - : 52 00 
“Samuel Bailey, : - - 27 00 
*¢ Severe L. Duplissis, - - . 47 38 
«Joseph R. Everett, - - - 140 00 
$1,041 388 
PAID NOTE. 
1863. Jan. 12, Paid D. B. Fessenden, ~ - $152 35 
Pei hol OP AT DD. 
1863. Jan. 5, Paid John Farley, - - = - $6 00 
on Order, - - - - 52 
$6 52 
NOTES PAYABLE: 
1861. Dec. 8, John Farley, - : - - $100 00 
Robert M. Campbell, - - -~ 108 00 
1862. April 8, James A. Stevens, - - - 100 00 
June 13,R. M. Campbell, - - - - 105 00 
Aug. 23, James A. Stevens, - - : 350 00 
Sept. 5, Abram Woodbury, : - - 600 00 
‘“ 8, David Crowell, - - - - 549 00 
“ 17, Thomas Ellenwood, - - - 800 00 
« « Zelpha Ellenwood, - - - 200 00 
«* « Samuel W. Simpson, - - -~ 800 00 
‘35, David B. Fessenden, - : - 1650 00 
 « John G. Bradford, - - - - 100 00 
“17, Robert M. Campbell, = - - + 150 00 





Amount carried forward, - - - - $ 3,012 00 


Amount brought forward, - 2 


Oet. 20, Sally Carr, - 
‘© 23, John D. Emerson, 
Benjamin Bean, 


*“ 6 Robert M. Campbel:, 


“ 24, Emily Huntley, 


“« « Lucinda F. Bradford, 
“ 28, Jerusha Kelley, - 


29, Isaac Emerson,’ - 
“ 30, Kimball C. Gleason, 


‘31, W.C. Harris, Town Agent, 


« « Emily Huntley, 
Dec. 24, John D. Emerson, 
1863. Jan. 6, Margaret J. Hughes, 
‘6 6 Frederick J. Hughes, 
“© 29, Samuel Campbell, 
Feb. 4, Sally Caldwell, - 
“ Sally Carr, - 


March 2, Interest due on the above, 


PA Y MBAS s 


1862. Paid Snow paths, | ee 
Roads and Bridges, 


Non-resident Highway receipts, 


Abatement of Taxes, 
Education, - . 
N. H. Insane Asylum, 
Books and Stationery, 
Miscellaneous, - 


Alms House, - -— 


County paupers, not at Alms House, 


Town Officers, - 


Perambulation of Town lines, 


Enrolling Militia, - 
State Tax, - - 
County Tax, eS 
Outstanding Orders, 
Bounties to Volunteers, 


Volunteers’ families, State Aid, 


Amount carried forward, a 


$3,012 00 


60 
300 


00 | 
00 


325 00 


161 


00 


70 00 
90 00 


300 

76 
900 
155 
130 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


175 00 


200 
100 


00 
00 


225 00 


100 


00 


100 00 





179 
22 


204 
419 
397 
5,250 
1,041 


$ 6,364 00 
145 52 





$ 6,509 52 


34 
55 
17 
an 
99 
30 
12 
77 
00 
00 
12 
60 
95 
00 
92 
35 
00 
38 





$ 2,989 33 


Amount brought forward = - - - - 
Notes paid i ua e 
Interest paid, - - - - 
Government service, (Town vote,) 
Due from Collectors, - - - 
In Treasury, - - _ n 
In hands of Selectmen, - ‘ B 


RECEIPTS. 


$ 2,989 33 


152 35 
6 52 
108 00 
783 93 
314 73 
34 04 
$ 10,386.90 





1862. Amount due from G. W. Weston, Collector for 


1859, Bt. a a 


Due from J. Campbell, Collector for 1861, 


Literary Fund, - - - 


Received of County for support of paupers, 


Railrcad Tax, i = 4 s 4 


Received of Rei Hills, Collector, 1857, 


151 40 
821 06 
64 53 
187 16 
184 85 

1 60 


School District No. 5, for assess- 


ing and collecting tax, 
Interest of G. W. Weston, 1857, - 
Received of the City of Nashua, : 
Amount of Tax assessed in 1862, - 
Interest due from J. Campbell, 1861, 
Cash in Treasury, —— - : - 


Hired for bounties and Volunteers’ families, 


Received of State, for State Aid, - 


- 15 59 


9 08 


- 10 00 


2.341 81 

5 31 

2 74 
$ 3,795 13 
6,364 00 
997 77 





$ 10,386 90 





TOWN OF WINDHAM, BALANCE SHEET. 


1853. To Account of Notes payable, sults 
Interest due, - - . i 
Outstanding orders, - 2 “ 


Dr. 
$6,364 00 
145 52 
627 23 
$7,136 75 





Cr. 
1863. Due from J. Campbell, Colfector, 1861, $18 59 
B. O. Simpson, Collector, 1862, 765 34 











Cash in Treasury, - = a ae 314 73 
Due from State, for State Aid, - - 825 38 
County, for County purposes, 130 00 
$2,054 04 
In hands of Selectmen, - - . 34 04 
2,088 08 
Balance against the Town,’ - ~ - 5,043 67 
$ 7,136 15 


JOHN CAMPBELL, OF THE 
ROBERT J. HOPKINS, ) Town or WINDHAM. 


JAMES C. STEELE, SELECTMEN 
The undersigned Auditors have examined the foregoing Accounts, 
and found them correctly cast, and satisfactory vouchers, corresponding 
thereto. 
F. A. MARDEN, 
R. B. JACKSON. 


TREASURER’S AND AUDITORS’ REPORT. 


TREASURER, 

In account with the Town of Windham, for the year 1862. 
Dr. 

To cash received of Samuel Campbell, being the amount due 
the Town from him, as Treasurer for 1861, - - $2 74 
amount due from G. W. Weston, Collector for 1859, 151 40 
amount due from John Campbell, Collector for 1861, 821 06 
amount of Literary money for 1862, 9 64 53 
cash received of County, for support of Paupers, 187 16 
amount of Railroad Tax, = - we, 8 - 3 184 85 





Amount carried forward - - - - : - $1,411 74 


9° 








Amount brought forward, - - 3 y - $1,411 74 
To amount received of Rei Hills, Collector for 1857, . 1 60 
eash received of School District No. 5, for assessing 
and collecting tax, - - - - - a! 15 59 
interest received of J. W. Weston, Collector for 1857, 9 08 
cash received of the Town of Nashua for support of 
Connery family, in 1861, - - - - - 10 00 
amount assessed by the Selectmen for the year 1862, - 
and made payable to the Town Treasurer, 1,717 89 
interest due from John Campbell, Collector for 1861, 5 31° 
$3,171 21 
Cr, 
By paid orders, amounting to =~ = = = = » $2,072 03 / 
_ paidinterést on orders; -' - = - - 52 
due from John Campbell, Collector for 1861, - = 18 59 
~ due from B. O. Simpson, Collector for 1862, : 765 34 
cash in Treasurer’s hands, - - - - - 314 73 
$3,171 21 


STANDING OF THE TOWN. 
1863. Feb. 23, Amount due from County, for Paupers, 130 00 








Amount due from Collectors, - - ,783 93 
Cash in the Treasury, - - - ,_ $814 73 
| $ 1,228 66 
Deduct amount of Outstanding orders, 627 23 
1863. Feb. 23, In favor of the town, - -~ - $601 43 


The undersigned, auditors, have examined the foregoing accounts, and \ 
find the same well vouched and correctly ast. 


F. A. MARDEN, 
R. B JOHNSON, ¢ Avprrors. 


“INVOICE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY AT ALMS HOUSE, 
FEB. 23p, 1863. 


ie: ee aS at ey ee ore oe $50 00: 


i 


1 pair oxen, * paigix! 4 ey feos wal , ger = Serbs 105 00 
5 cows, eee ey, i) - cit a Tear. - 125 00 





Amount.carried forward, .- - = - + +. $2,800 00 


Rew we tree enon seed 


Amount brought forward, - 


1 calf, : - - - 

8 sheep, . - - - 
21 fowls, - - i - 

2 shoats - - - - 
Hay, - or tite - 
Wheat, rye, barley, and oats, - 
Salt, - - - - - 
Beans and peas, | - - + 
Corn - - - - - 
Forks, shovels and hoes, - 
Harness and bells, - - 


Ox yoke, fetters, &c., . - 
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Horse wagon, ox eart, sleds, dray and plank, 


Wheel-barrow, harrow, cultivator and ploughs, 


Chains, iron bar, and whipple-tree, 


Lot lumber,” - - - - 
Hay rack, and hay tools, - 
Grind-stones, axes, and ladders, 
Carpenter and other tools, - 


Stoves and furniture, - “ 
Dried apples, - -— - 
Flour, - - - - x 
Meal, ~ - Ms * 
Tea and sugar, - ° 4 


Butter firkins, buckets and grass 
Butter bowl and measures, 
Silver spoons and spectacles, 


Potatoes, - 7 ~ - 
Butter, - - - - 
Lard, tallow and candles, - 
Beef, pork and barrels, - 
Soap and barrel, - Sus 


Molasses and keg, - 
Cider, vinegar and casks, 

Beds and bedding, BE ie 
Cloth, te WA 4, * 
Woolen yarn, Se ee ier 
Other household furniture, 


JAMES C. STEELE, 
JOHN CAMPBELL, 
ROBERT J. HOPKINS, 


; 


- $ 2,800 00 


: - 7 00 


: - 36 00 


2 - 5 25 


- - 25 00 


- “ 104 00 


. - 19 40 


> ee 75 


- : 10 50 


= “ 40 00 


- - 4 50 


= “ 16 00 


= 4 16 


Ma 5 54 50 


BR is 17 00 
mi 5 50 
=u 20 00 


w * 6 25 


: - 2 75 


- - 14 75 


- - 8 50 


oi 7 50 


- - 15 00 


- - 2 00 


: 1 60 
- 1 40 
- - 60 
- 4 00 
- - 28 00 


- - 23 75 


- - 60 50 


- - 15 60 


7 - 3 00 
be - 3 00 
- 7 50 

- - 76 50 
- 11 66 

M4 - 6 75 


- - 42 08 





$992 24 
SELECTMEN 
OF THE 
Town OF WINDHAM. 
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ALMS HOUSE BALANCE SHEET. 








Dr. 

To amount drawn from Treasurer, - - = $50 00 

personal property at Alms House, Feb. 1862, 872 61 

12 months salary of Superintendent, - - 200 00 

bill paid by Superintendent, = 1 ab AS 229 76 

1,352 37 

in favor of town, - - - - - a)? S21" 67 
$1,574 04 

Cr. 

By amount sold by Superintendent, - - - 222 20 

for support of county poor, - - 187 16 

personal property, at Alms House, 1863, 992 24 

due from county, - - - - 130 00 

Cash in hands of Superintendent, - ~ 42 44 


——— $ 1574 04 


Report of the Superintending School Committee. 


It becomes a pleasant task to report the condition of out 
Schools for 1862 ; pleasant, because we find in the faithful- 
ness and success of the teachers, many things to approve, 
accompanied by few things exceptionable, Pleasant also, 
because their uniform prosperity in latter years has shown 
’ that their standard is permanently raised, and is being fixed 
high for coming generations. 

From inspection and the examination, of the severai 
Schools, the following estimate is made out : 
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District No. 1.—The same teacher was employed in this . 
school during the Summer and Winter Terms. General 
prosperity succeeded her efforts. ‘There may have been too 
much whispering ; (there is always too much if there is any _ 
at all.) During the second Term, some of the scholars took 
great liberties with the antiquated, but not venerable school- 
house, thus adding wings to the work of time. The Regis- 
ter was not kept in the neatest and most finished style. The 
pupils, however, made commendable progress in their 
studies. ‘The classes in Greenleaf’s National, and Common 
School Arithmetic, and in Colburn’s Mental Arithmetic, 
went through, as also the classes in Common and Physical 
Geographies, thoroughly. The Grammar class was a large 
and good one. The writing was very good; the reading 
was fair. 


Disrricr No. 2.—The teacher of the Summer Term has 
taught this school nearly two anda half years, or 50 months, 
and all that need be said in commendation is, that this school 
appeared equally successful as the former terms. 


In the Winter, a student from Dartmouth College was 
employed, much to the gratification of all concerned. I do 
not say that he is a superior teacher to the one employed 
last winter, since both gave satisfaction to parents and chil- 
dren; but it may be said that this school has met with the 
good fortune of employing first class teachers for several 
years, and the consequence is that its rank is far higher than 
formerly, and for the last year, owing to the number and 
age of the scholars, as well as good teachers, it takes the 
first place among our schools. f 


District No. 3.—The Summer school was a good one, 
but not superior. A term of eight weeks cannot make a 
great show at best. 

The Winter Term closed better than it began, which is 
always a recommendation, At first, the reins of government 
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hung loosely, which were afterwards gathered up with high- 
ly beneficial effect, The reading received much attention 
and appeared well. ‘The writing in some books declined 
toward the end. ‘The classes in History and Grammar were 
good. 


Disrricr No. 4.—The Summer Term may be called a 
successful one, but the studies I do not specify particularly. 


The Winter Term was four months in length, without a 
vacation. <A short vacation in the midst of a long term is 
desirable. The school appeared successful and the exhibition | 
of the different studies was fair. The classes in Reading 
were not very prompt, or correct. ‘The class in Grammar is 
worthy of particular notice for its readiness in recitation. 
The class in History was familiar with the portion attended 
to. This district should be commended for their contribu- 
tions to continue out the term. I would advise, however, 
that higher wages be paid for the teacher rather than to con- 
tinue the school too long. But although this is good advice, 
it may not always be best for them to follow it ; that is, with 
the expectation of seeing their school eminently improved at 
once. ‘Their scholars are few in number and young ; they 
cannot excel the larger schools and older scholars, though 
equally proficient in their studies. Nor is it wise for any 
reason to press the minds of young children unduly in their 
mental acquisitions. We shall probably have cause to re- 
gret it. An equable education of body, mind and heart, in 
respect to health, knowledge and piety, is rather to be 
sought, than any extreme developement, in a single 
direction. 


District No. 5.—This school in OP aimee enjoyed the 
instruction of a superior teacher, having much experience, 
and should have profitted greatly ; but for some reason, the 
scholars did not appreciate her skill and qualifications so as 
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to reap all the advantage which was anticipated. There was 
however, fair progress in the different branches pursued. 

The Winter Term was longer than usual, in this district, 
and was conducted successfully. It was at one time threat- 
ened with some interruption, but the wisdom of parents and 
the committee, arranged the matter with the teacher satis- - 
factorily ; which shows that difficulties can usually be settled 
in their own neighborhood, better than by calling in foreign 
aid. The teacher had not a large experience, yet she ap- 
pears well qualified and naturally fitted to be a successful 
instructor. } 

District No. 6. The Summer Term was taught by the 
same teacher who had been employed for two previous terms 
and with equal success, giving good satisfaction each term. 
The reading was improved ; the writing was good; seven of 
the classes went through the book and reviewed. The class 
in United States history went six periods. 

The Winter Term was also very successfully taught by 
one before employed in the same.school.. The reading was 
fair ; the writing very good, and most of the studies were 
finished and reviewed. The class in Greenleaf’s National 
Arithmetic also went through. ‘This has been one of our 
best schools during the year. | 

Districr No. 7.—This school was more than its length, 
some days or a week being added by the teacher gratuitous- 
ly. The reading was greatly improved, indistinctness hav- 
ing been a great defect formerly. Several classes completed 
their studies. The recitations from Scripture were noticed 
with commendation. They were numerous and extended. 
The teacher evidently bestowed extra labor upon the school, 
which should be neg | to her credit. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


There is a true doctrine in respect to the employment of 
female teachers in the Winter, and this do¢trine may not be 
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en the side of those prejudiced in their favor, nor with 
those prejudiced against them. We may reason out the 
matter clearly to our own minds, and yet the conclusion may 
not always correspond with facts. Our county of Rocking- 
ham has employed nearly three female teachers to one male 
during the two terms of last year. Hillsborough county 
has a greater proportion of female teachers, and Cheshire 
county, where are found our best schools in the State, more 
than four female teachers to one male are employed. And 
under this system the rank of our Common Schools con- 
tinues to rise, instead of remaining stationary, or falling. 
Formerly few females taught in the Winter, now nearly one 
half of the Winter schools in the whole State are taught by 
them, and in Cheshire county more than half the Winter 
schools are taught by females. The true doctrine to my 
own mind is nearly this, that neither males nor females 
should be excluded from Winter schools, but the question 
must be duly considered by each district and decided accord- 
ing to the age and good behavior of the scholars ; admitting 
that females can manage and instruct smaller scholars better 
than men, and that men can best control and instruct large 
and unruly boys. Almost every school may be profitted by 
the services of a male teacher occasionally, while it remains 
both wisdom and economy to employ females in most of our 
small winter schools. 

Knowledge and virtue have ever been regarded as impor- 
tant and essential to the permanency of our government. 
They may be termed the two middle pillars upon which our 
Republic is placed. Let some Sampson bear them away and 
the structure must inevitably fall. Leta wicked, dissipated 
and oppressive majority rule over us, and what great advan- 
tage have we above other nations of the earth? Only an 
educated and virtuous freeman is qualified to act, as one of 
‘the sovereign rulers of this people, even so far as free suf- 
frage allows him to act. He only isa safe voter for laws and 
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constitutions who has the knowledge of what is best, and the 
disposition to do what is right and good. Let the great ma- 
jority become wicked and nefarious citizens, and only 
the good might fear imprisonment and criminals, would take 
the seats of justice and administer the State. Since the ma-+ 
jority in our land make the laws and interpret them and ex- 
execute them, is it not. important that this majority should 
possess a mind enlightened, and should become humane and 
moral in its feelings and conduct ? We must then be con- 
scious in some degree of the worth of our system of educa- 
tion, and of the importance of inculcating piety and justice 
in them. Acting upon those principles, and in accordance 
with our statutes, I have enjoined it upon our teachers as a 
duty and a privilege, to see that portions of the Scriptures 
are read and committed to memory and recited daily at the 
opening and close of the schools. This injunction has been 
complied with in every school, as far as I have known. Give 
to the land righteous Rulers, and since the majority is the 
great ruler here, give to this land a righteous majority. 

I feel compelled to make allusion to the school condition, 
of District No 1. Ido not say, and have no right to say, 
that they should incur expense for a good house in the pres- 
ent state of our country. But we must all deplore some 
things which they should study to prevent. The County 
Commissioner said he had not seen in the County four such 
good houses and schools in succession as he visited in this 
town. No.1 was not one of them; but their’s is the only 
poor house among us, and we are somewhat implicated by it. 
Time was, when they stood at the head of the class; I do 
not say you have gone: backward, or have. not held your 
own ; but other districts have more than held their own.: 
Time was when more citizens in this district attended the: 
examination, than we found. anywhere else. Mr. Jacob: 
Harris, 2d, reports .of this district in 1845: ‘There are. some? 
things here, which we think worthy of notice. ‘They havea: 
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good school-house, or they keep it in good repair. The pa- 
rents evidently feel a deep interest in the education of their 
children ; this is demonstrated by the fact that so many at- 
tend the closing examination ; sixteen adults were present 
this year.” ‘They still visit the school to that extent, but 
elsewhere there has been a large increase. You ought not 
to depress the children, as such things are fitted to depress 
them, while both you and they are capable of far better 
things, and deserving of them. 


I have noticed in some schools, both this year and former- 
ly, a kind of ‘secession spirit ; that when anything has dis- 
turbed their feelings, scholars will absent themselves the last 
week or two, and take no part in the examination ; thus they 
detract from the appearance of the school, and from the cred- 
it of the teacher. ‘This is not all the discredit, however, 
which is incurred ; some little follows the names of the ab- 
sentees, for the record is not falsified ; 1t stands as it is made 
up and so testifies for years. ‘The present and absent are 
written down, and any one may read them who wishes ; they 
are open to all for examination. The Register remains and 
is like a glass window, through which we look into the 
inside of a school and see what has been going on there the 
whole term. , 


The list of Books recommended is the same as last year. 
The Bible, Worcester’s Dictionary and Spelling Book, Sar- 
gent’s Readers, Greenleaf’s and Colburn’s Arithmetics, 
Towers’ and Green’s Grammars, Colton and Fitch’s Geogra- 
phies, Colton’s Physical Geography, Cutter’s Physiology, 
Greenleaf’s and Davis’ Algebra, and Goodrich’s Histories. | 
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We live in perilous times, when the characters of men are 
being tried and proved, whether they be sound or rotten at 
heart ; it becomes us to give good heed to the rising genera- 
tion, that it be reared in habits of truth, of patriotism, and 
of fidelity to God and Man. 


Respectfully submitted, 


LOREN THAYER, 


Supt. School Committee. 
Windham, March, 1863. 


STATISTICAL TABLES: 
I. 


PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEES AND TEACHERS, 


























COMMITTEES. TSACHERS IN SUMMER. | TEACHERS IN WINTER. 
Dist. 1—Emory Parker. Miss Abbie J. Marshall. Miss Abbie J. Marshall. 
“ 2—A. Woodbury. Miss Sarah L. Marsh. Mr. Sam’! N. Bartlett. 
“ 3—Geo. W. Hughes. | Miss Georgia E. Wilson. Miss Martha J. Burge. 
«  4--J. P. Crowell. Miss G. M. Spaulding. Mr. Frank A. Chase. 
‘« 5—F. A. Marden. Miss Marcy Foster. | Miss Martha J. Emerson. 
“6 6—J. A. Nesmith. Miss S. Frances Greeley. Miss Margaret L. Cochran. 
“« 7—Geo. E. Seavey. Miss Margaret J. Hughes. 
Ir. 


SUMMER SCHOOLS. WINTER SCHOOLS. 











Districts, 45> .° > 3B ke 1 ,2)3;4)5,6,;7/,11;213)4)68) 6 fom 
Length in Weeks, - - 10 115 | 8 |16 {10 |12 [16 | {15 12 10 |16 j11 |13 | 164 
Number of Scholars, - - 30 {53 |31 |20 {380 |28 |17 |/31 |45 130 [22 126 |40 | 244 
Average EP eMOANCe, : 27 {48 (28 [18 [27 [25 |15 | 24 38 [26 [19 (21 [33 | 175 
Tardiness, - 13 {29 | 3 |24 {89 | 2] 4 |/73 48 |30 [25 [24 (86 | 400 
Scholars not absent half a day, 10 |13 111] 5 | 9 18 | 7 |] 2) 4 1138 119 |) Beare 
Visits by 8S. S. Committee, 2 1/2121212)/3)2)/2)2) 4139 4 
Visits by Prudential Com., 1641/0) 0/012 /)/21011 10/2300 8 
Visits by others, - - - 47 |17625 |24 |24 {116/53 |/31 (28 |20 139 154 183 | 765 


Wages permonth, - - — 'g14.48/19.[15. 113,113. }22. [132!/16. 38. 116. 24. !17, 122, 
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